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Abstract 

This research paper examines the development and potential of cultural tourism in Arunachal 

Pradesh, India's northeasternmost state characterized by its rich tribal heritage, diverse cultural 

practices, and unique traditions. The study analyzes how cultural tourism functions as a mechanism 

for preserving indigenous traditions while simultaneously generating economic opportunities and 

global cultural exchange. Through analysis of visitor data, festival participation, and government 

initiatives up to 2019, this research demonstrates how Arunachal Pradesh's cultural tourism sector 

has evolved from a niche experience to an emerging global destination. The findings suggest that 

sustainable cultural tourism development requires balancing authentic cultural preservation with 

infrastructure improvements and strategic marketing to international audiences, ultimately fostering 

cross-cultural understanding and sustainable economic development for local communities.  

 

Key Words: Cultural tourism, Arunachal Pradesh, indigenous traditions, sustainable development, 

tribal cultures, festival tourism 

 
1. Introduction 

Tourism has emerged as a powerful economic driver across developing regions, with cultural tourism 

increasingly recognized as a sustainable approach to economic development that simultaneously 

preserves traditional practices and heritage.1 In India, cultural tourism has gained prominence as a 

vehicle for showcasing the nation's diverse cultural tapestry while generating revenue for local 

communities that maintain traditional lifestyles.2 

Arunachal Pradesh, often referred to as the "Land of the Dawn-lit Mountains," represents one of 
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India's most culturally diverse yet least explored regions for tourism. With its 26 major tribes and over 

100 sub-tribes, each maintaining distinct languages, customs, traditional dress, festivals, and belief 

systems, the state offers a remarkably rich cultural landscape.3 This research focuses on how cultural 

tourism in Arunachal Pradesh has evolved, analyzing both its potential for global appeal and the 

challenges of sustainable development. 

This study explores several critical questions: How has cultural tourism developed in Arunachal 

Pradesh up to 2019? What specific cultural elements attract domestic and international visitors? How 

can cultural tourism balance economic development with authentic cultural preservation? What 

strategies might enhance Arunachal Pradesh's position as a global cultural tourism destination? 

2. Literature Review 

2.1 Cultural Tourism: Definition and Significance 

Cultural tourism encompasses travel aimed at experiencing authentic cultural environments, including 

the customs, traditions, arts, architecture, and distinct ways of life of people in geographic areas.4 It 

represents a form of tourism where visitors actively engage with local communities, participate in 

cultural activities, and develop an appreciation for different cultural perspectives.5 

Cultural tourism holds particular significance in regions with rich traditional heritage but limited 

industrial development. Studies by McKercher and du Cros6 demonstrate that cultural tourism can 

drive economic development while reinforcing cultural identity. Their research indicates that when 

properly managed, cultural tourism provides communities an economic incentive to maintain 

traditions that might otherwise fade under modernization pressures. 

2.2 Indigenous Cultural Tourism 

Indigenous cultural tourism refers specifically to tourism activities centered around experiencing 

indigenous peoples' traditions, practices, and heritage.7 Jenkins8 argues that indigenous cultural 

tourism differs from broader cultural tourism in its focus on historically marginalized communities 

and their relationship with ancestral lands. This distinction is particularly relevant in Arunachal 

Pradesh, where tribal communities maintain strong connections to their traditional territories and 
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cultural practices. 

Research by Hinch and Butler9 suggests that indigenous communities face unique challenges in 

tourism development, including issues of cultural authenticity, appropriate representation, and 

ensuring economic benefits reach community members. These concerns resonate in Arunachal 

Pradesh, where tribal communities navigate the complexities of sharing their cultural heritage while 

maintaining their traditions' integrity. 

2.3 Cultural Tourism in Northeast India 

Cultural tourism in India's northeastern states has received increasing scholarly attention, though 

research specifically on Arunachal Pradesh remains limited. Bhattacharya10 analyses how Northeast 

India's isolation has both preserved unique cultural traditions and limited tourism development. 

Studies by Gogoi11 examine how cultural tourism initiatives in neighboring Assam have balanced 

preservation concerns with economic imperatives. 

The limited existing research on Arunachal Pradesh's tourism sector primarily focuses on ecological 

tourism rather than cultural experiences. The most comprehensive study on cultural tourism in 

Arunachal Pradesh by Gurung and Pant3 identifies key cultural elements with tourism potential but 

lacks current data on visitor experiences, economic impacts, and implementation strategies. 

3. Research Methodology 

This study employs a mixed-methods approach combining secondary data analysis with qualitative 

assessment of tourism initiatives and cultural offerings. Data on visitor arrivals was collected from the 

Ministry of Tourism, Government of India statistics covering the period from 1997-2019. Analysis 

focused particularly on peak tourism periods corresponding with major cultural festivals. 

The research examined Arunachal Pradesh's major cultural tourism attractions, including: 

 Traditional festivals and their tourism significance 

 Handicraft traditions and their role in cultural tourism 

 Monastery tourism and religious cultural exchanges 

 Tribal village tourism initiatives 
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 Cultural museums and heritage sites 

Limitations of this research include restricted access to comprehensive visitor demographics data and 

the challenge of quantifying cultural tourism's specific economic impact separate from broader 

tourism figures. Additionally, the study focuses on data through 2019, prior to the global tourism 

disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

4. Cultural Tourism Resources in Arunachal Pradesh 

4.1 Tribal Cultural Diversity 

Arunachal Pradesh's remarkable cultural diversity stems from its 26 major tribes and numerous sub-

tribes, each with distinct cultural identities. The state's diversity ranges from the Tibetic-speaking 

Monpa communities in the west to the Tani tribes in central regions and the Mishmi, Singpho, and 

Tangsa communities in the east.12 This cultural mosaic creates a uniquely varied cultural tourism 

landscape within a single state. 

Each tribal community maintains distinctive traditional elements that contribute to cultural 

tourism: 

Table 1: Major Tribes and Their Cultural Tourism Elements 

 Tribe Major Region Key Cultural Tourism Elements 

Monpa West Kameng, Tawang 
Buddhist monasteries, maskmaking, carpet 

weaving, Losar festival 

Nyishi East Kameng, Papum Pare 
Traditional headgear, Nyokum festival, 

indigenous architecture 

Adi East, West, Upper Siang 
Solung festival, traditional weaving, oral folk 

traditions 

Apatani Lower Subansiri 
Face tattooing (historic), Dree festival, 

sustainable agricultural practices 
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Galo West Siang 
Mopin festival, Popir dance, traditional 

handicrafts 

Idu Mishmi Dibang Valley 
Reh festival, shamanic traditions, distinctive 

textile designs 

 

4.2 Festival Tourism 

Festivals represent Arunachal Pradesh's most prominent cultural tourism attraction, offering 

immersive experiences that showcase traditional practices, rituals, performances, costumes, and 

community celebrations.  

Major festivals attracting cultural tourists include: 

 Losar Festival: Celebrated by the Monpa tribe marking the Tibetan New Year, this festival 

features mask dances, monastery rituals, and traditional performances that attract both 

domestic and international Buddhist visitors.13 

 Solung Festival: A ten-day agricultural festival of the Adi tribe celebrated during September, 

featuring sacrificial rituals, community feasts, and the Ponung dance performed by women in 

traditional attire.14 

 Nyokum Festival: Celebrated by the Nyishi tribe on February 28th, this festival involves 

community rituals seeking prosperity from nature deities, accompanied by traditional music, 

dance performances, and community feasting.15 

 Mopin Festival: A spring festival of the Galo tribe celebrated in April, characterized by the 

distinctive white attire of participants and the application of rice flour paste (Ette) 

symbolizing purity and prosperity.16 

 

 

Beyond traditional festivals, Arunachal Pradesh has developed tourism-oriented festivals that 
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showcase cultural elements while catering to visitor preferences: 

 Pangsau Pass Winter Festival: Established in 2007, this January festival showcases the 

cultural heritage of northeastern tribes and neighboring Myanmar communities, creating 

cross-border cultural exchanges.13 

 Ziro Festival of Music: Launched in 2012, this contemporary music festival integrates tribal 

musical traditions with modern performances, attracting younger domestic tourists and 

international visitors.15 

 Siang River Festival: Originally celebrated as the Brahmaputra Darshan Festival until 2005, 

this December festival combines cultural performances with adventure tourism activities.14 

 

4.3 Handicrafts and Traditional Arts 

Arunachal Pradesh's tribes maintain distinctive traditional crafts that have become integral to 

cultural tourism experiences: 

 Textile Traditions: Each tribe possesses unique weaving patterns, techniques, and designs. 

The Adi tribe's distinctive geometric patterns, Apatani tribe's specialized techniques, and 

Monpa's yak wool weaving represent significant handicraft attractions.17 

 Carpet Making: Monpa communities in Tawang and West Kameng produce distinctive 

traditional carpets featuring Buddhist symbols and geometric designs using techniques passed 

through generations.17 

 Woodcarving and Bamboo Craft: The Wancho, Nocte, and Tangsa tribes maintain 

sophisticated woodcarving traditions, while bamboo and cane craftsmanship spans virtually 

all tribal communities.18 

These handicraft traditions offer tourists both cultural experiences through demonstrations and 

economically support communities through purchase of authentic cultural products. 

4.4 Monastic Cultural Heritage 

Buddhist monasteries (gompas) represent significant cultural tourism assets, particularly in 



 

The Researchers’ - Volume VII, Issue II,  24 December-2021                        ISSN : 2455-1503 
International Research Journal (Double-blind peer-reviewed)              
                                                                                                                      Impact Factor  - 5.882 
 

Date of Acceptance :  11 November 2021                                DOI -  10.21276/tr.2021.7.2.AN8  

 Dr. Jombi Bagra 

 

 
www.theresearchers.asia 
 
Citation : Dr. Jombi Bagra, (2021). Reviving Traditions Through Travel: Cultural Tourism in Arunachal Pradesh & Its Global Appeal, The Researchers – 
December 2021, 7(2):64-79. doi - 10.21276/tr.2021.7.2.AN8 

 

 

Pa
ge

  I
  7

0 

western Arunachal Pradesh: 

 Tawang Monastery: Founded in 1680, this monastery stands as India's largest and the 

world's second-largest Buddhist monastery. Its cultural significance, historical architecture, 

and religious ceremonies attract international and domestic visitors.19 

 Urgelling Monastery: The birthplace of the 6th Dalai Lama, this historically significant site 

draws Buddhist pilgrims and cultural tourists interested in Tibetan Buddhist heritage.20 

These monastic institutions preserve ancient cultural traditions, manuscripts, artistic practices, and 

spiritual ceremonies that form an integral component of Arunachal Pradesh's cultural tourism 

landscape. 

4.5 Cultural Villages and Living Museums 

Several initiatives have developed cultural village experiences where visitors engage with 

traditional lifestyles: 

 Ziro Heritage Village: Showcases the traditional architecture, agricultural practices, and 

daily life of the Apatani tribe.21 

 Dong Cultural Village: Located at India's easternmost point, this village offers insights into 

the Meyor tribe's traditions and cross-border cultural influences.21 

These living cultural spaces allow tourists to experience traditional life while providing communities 

with economic incentives to maintain cultural practices. 

5. Visitor Analysis and Tourism Trends 

5.1 Tourist Arrival Patterns 

Analysis of visitor data from the Ministry of Tourism reveals significant growth in Arunachal Pradesh 

tourism between 1997 and 2019: 

Table 2: Visitor Arrivals in Arunachal Pradesh (1997-2019) 

Year Domestic Visitors Foreign Visitors Total 
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1999 992 16 1,008 

2005 35,919 289 36,208 

2010 227,857 3,395 231,252 

2015 343,178 5,705 348,883 

2019 545,268 10,371 555,639 

Source: Ministry of Tourism, Government of India22 

The data demonstrates a remarkable increase from just 1,008 visitors in 1999 to 555,639 in 2019, 

representing a compound annual growth rate of approximately 31.2%. This growth accelerated 

particularly after 2010, when improved infrastructure and targeted tourism promotion began attracting 

larger numbers of visitors. 

5.2 Festival Tourism Participation 

Festival participation data indicates that cultural festivals serve as significant tourism drivers. The 

Tawang Festival, which began as a small regional celebration, attracted over 12,000 visitors in 2019, 

including 378 international tourists.23 Similarly, the Ziro Festival of Music grew from approximately 

500 attendees in its 2012 inaugural year to over 8,000 in 2019, with international visitors representing 

about 12% of attendees.24 

These statistics demonstrate that cultural festivals function as effective tourism magnets, 

concentrating visitor arrivals during festival periods and providing significant economic activity for 

local communities. 

5.3 Visitor Demographics and Motivations 

Limited available demographic data suggests that cultural tourists to Arunachal Pradesh fall into 

several distinct categories: 

 Domestic cultural enthusiasts: Indian tourists seeking authentic cultural experiences beyond 
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mainstream tourism destinations 

 International Buddhist pilgrims: Visitors from Buddhist-majority countries exploring 

religious heritage sites 

 Adventure-culture tourists: Visitors combining trekking or outdoor activities with cultural 

experiences 

 Academic and special interest tourists: Researchers, anthropologists, and specialized 

cultural tourists with specific tribal interests 

 

A 2017 survey indicated that 62% of international visitors cited cultural experiences as their primary 

motivation for visiting Arunachal Pradesh, compared to 41% of domestic tourists.25 This suggests 

cultural elements particularly resonate with international audiences. 

6. Challenges and Opportunities for Cultural Tourism Development 

6.1 Infrastructure and Accessibility Challenges 

Despite its cultural richness, Arunachal Pradesh faces significant infrastructure limitations affecting 

tourism development: 

 Transportation Connectivity: Limited air connectivity (with only helicopter services and 

nearby small airports in neighboring states), challenging road conditions, and restricted 

railway access complicate visitor journeys.26 

 Accommodation: Limited high-quality accommodation options in rural areas where many 

cultural attractions are located forces visitors to base themselves in larger towns and make 

day trips to cultural sites.27 

 Permit Requirements: The Inner Line Permit (ILP) requirement for domestic tourists and 

Protected Area Permit (PAP) for international visitors, while necessary for protecting tribal 

interests, creates additional administrative barriers for tourists.28 

These infrastructure challenges limit the growth potential of cultural tourism despite the rich cultural 

resources available. 
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6.2 Balancing Authenticity and Tourism Development 

A central challenge for Arunachal Pradesh's cultural tourism development involves maintaining 

cultural authenticity while developing tourism amenities that meet visitor expectations. Research by 

Timothy and Nyaupane29 demonstrates that excessive commercialization of cultural experiences can 

diminish both their appeal to cultural tourists and their value to local communities. 

Communities in Arunachal Pradesh navigate complex decisions regarding: 

 Which cultural elements to share with tourists versus which to keep private 

 How to present traditional practices authentically without reducing them to performances 

 How to incorporate modern amenities without disrupting traditional aesthetics 

 Whether to modify cultural practices for visitor convenience 

These tensions require thoughtful management to prevent cultural tourism from undermining the very 

traditions it aims to celebrate and preserve. 

6.3 Economic Benefits and Distribution 

Cultural tourism offers significant economic potential for tribal communities, but ensuring equitable 

distribution of benefits presents challenges. Tourism revenue tends to concentrate among business 

owners, tour operators, and those directly providing services, while broader community members who 

maintain cultural traditions may receive fewer direct benefits.30 

Tourism initiatives led by tribal communities themselves, such as the Ziro Valley homestay program 

managed by Apatani community members, demonstrate more equitable distribution models that can 

serve as examples for future development.31 

6.4 Marketing and Awareness 

Prior to 2019, Arunachal Pradesh's cultural tourism suffered from limited international visibility and 

marketing constraints, including: 

 Insufficient representation in national tourism campaigns 

 Limited online presence and booking capabilities 
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 Inadequate information resources for independent travelers 

 Minimal international tourism fair representation 

These marketing limitations have restricted awareness of Arunachal Pradesh's cultural tourism 

potential among international audiences. 

 

7. Government Initiatives and Policy Framework 

The Arunachal Pradesh government implemented several initiatives to develop cultural tourism 

through 2019: 

 Arunachal Pradesh Tourism Policy (2018): Established a framework prioritizing 

community involvement in tourism development and emphasized cultural preservation 

alongside tourism growth.32 

 Destination Development: Identified key cultural tourism circuits connecting related cultural 

experiences within manageable geographic areas.33 

 Capacity Building: Initiated training programs for local community members in hospitality, 

tour guiding, and cultural interpretation to ensure tourism benefits reached tribal 

communities.34 

 Festival Promotion: Increased funding for traditional festivals, supported their expansion 

with tourism-friendly elements, and enhanced international marketing of major cultural 

events.35 

 

These policy initiatives demonstrated growing recognition of cultural tourism's potential, though 

implementation remained uneven across different regions of the state. 

 

8. Global Appeal and Future Directions 

8.1 International Appeal Factors 
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Several factors contribute to Arunachal Pradesh's cultural tourism appeal for international visitors: 

 Cultural Authenticity: Unlike more commercialized cultural destinations, Arunachal 

Pradesh offers relatively authentic cultural experiences where traditions exist organically 

rather than as tourist performances.36 

 Diversity of Experiences: The remarkable variety of tribal cultures within a single state 

allows visitors to experience multiple distinct cultural traditions during a single journey.37 

 Buddhist Connections: The state's Tibetan Buddhist heritage creates natural appeal for 

visitors from Buddhist countries and those interested in Buddhist culture.38 

 Ecological-Cultural Integration: The integration of cultural practices with pristine natural 

environments offers a combination increasingly valued by international travelers seeking 

meaningful travel experiences.39 

 

8.2 Sustainable Development Pathways 

For Arunachal Pradesh to realize its cultural tourism potential while maintaining cultural integrity, 

sustainable development pathways include: 

 Community-Based Tourism Models: Expanding community ownership models where tribal 

groups maintain control over how their culture is presented and directly benefit from tourism 

revenue.40 

 Cultural Heritage Documentation: Supporting comprehensive documentation of cultural 

traditions, languages, and practices to ensure preservation regardless of tourism pressures.41 

 Selective Development: Strategically developing cultural tourism in communities 

demonstrating readiness and interest rather than imposing uniform development across all 

areas.42 

 Digital Interpretation: Using technology to enhance visitor understanding while reducing 

physical tourism pressure on sensitive cultural sites.43 

These approaches could strengthen cultural tourism's positive impacts while mitigating potential 

negative consequences. 
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9. Conclusion 

Arunachal Pradesh represents a compelling case study in cultural tourism development, balancing the 

preservation of living indigenous traditions with economic advancement opportunities. The research 

demonstrates that through 2019, the state made significant progress in establishing cultural tourism as 

a viable economic sector, with remarkable growth in visitor numbers and increasing international 

recognition. 

The study's findings suggest several key conclusions: 

 Cultural tourism in Arunachal Pradesh demonstrates significant potential for both preserving 

indigenous traditions and supporting sustainable economic development when properly 

managed. 

 Festival tourism serves as a particularly effective entry point for cultural tourism 

development, creating concentrated visitor experiences that showcase cultural traditions while 

managing visitor impacts. 

 Infrastructure limitations and accessibility challenges represent the most significant barriers to 

expanding cultural tourism, requiring targeted investment to realize the sector's potential. 

 Community-led tourism initiatives demonstrate greater success in balancing authenticity with 

visitor experience compared to externally imposed development models. 

 Arunachal Pradesh's diverse cultural landscape creates natural appeal for specialized cultural 

tourism markets seeking authentic experiences beyond mass tourism destinations. 

For cultural tourism to fulfill its potential as both a preservation mechanism for traditional practices 

and a sustainable economic driver, development must proceed with careful attention to community 

priorities, cultural authenticity, and equitable benefit distribution. With appropriate policies and 

development approaches, Arunachal Pradesh's cultural tourism sector can serve as a model for how 

indigenous communities worldwide can engage with tourism while maintaining cultural integrity. 
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