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Abstract

Gulsher Khan Shani, born on May 16, 1933, in Jagdalpur, Bastar district (now part of Chhattisgarh),
was a renowned Hindi storyteller whose works gained prominence despite the socio-economic
challenges of his native region. Shani was not affiliated with any specific ideology or literary school,
choosing instead to depict life through a purely humanistic lens. His stories, though simple in
narrative, reveal underlying progressive values, particularly in their portrayal of lower-middle-class
characters grappling with life's harsh realities. Shani's protagonists often face economic hardships,
social struggles, and existential dilemmas, with little hope for resolution, reflecting the broader
human condition. While not directly linked to the progressive literary movement, his works resonate
with progressive ideals through their emphasis on social concerns and the portrayal of the
marginalized. This paper explores the progressive themes inherent in Shani's stories, highlighting how

his depiction of everyday struggles reflects broader societal issues and values.
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